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mace in front of the Senatus at some official academic cere-
monial. And one of the latest, and certainly not the least
pleasing, recollection of college life is the action of the same
official as be, immediately after the ceremony of " capping "
has been performed, throws the hood, indicating the pos-
session of a degree, over the shoulders of the newly-fledged
graduate. These experiences for the past forty-two years have
been associated with the genial personality of Mr. Lauchlan
Macpherson, and there will therefore be Glasgow graduates
in all parts of the world who will be interested to hear that
Mr. and Mrs. Macpherson have recently celebrated their

golden wedding amidst general congratulations both from
town and gown. On the occasion of the anniversary Prin-
cipal Caird, in the name of the Senatus, presented the worthy
pair with a purse of fifty sovereigns, an extra shilling being
added "for luck." During the forty-two years of Mr. Mac-
pherson’s college experience the whole of the professoriate,
with the single exception of Lord Kelvin, has been changed,
several of the chairs, indeed, having been vacated two or
three times. Queen Margaret Hall, the residence for women
students, is to be enlarged by the erection of an additional
storey.

Broomhill Home for Incitrables.
In December, 1893, a very successful bazaar was held in

Glasgow in aid of the funds of this institution, and a sum
of f:lO,OOO was raised. Part of this money has been spent
in the erection of a new wing to the home, and this was
formally opened on the 18th inst. by her Grace the Duchess
of Montrose. The new wing provides accommodation for
the nurses and servants, with the necessary rooms and offices
for the matron. The remainder of the money is to be used
partly to meet the annual deficit on the working of the in sti-
tution and partly to aid the building fund of a new home
for imbeciles which it is proposed to erect.

Glasgow Ear Hospital.
The annual report submitted by Dr. Barr at the meeting of

subscribers on the 15th inst. showed that sixty-eight in-door
patients had been admitted during the year, whilst 1121 out-
door patients had been under treatment ; the number of
operations was fifty-two. As a result of the class examina-
tions, prizes were awarded to Mr. Wm. Lawson and Mr.
Archibald Young. The financial position of the hospital is
an eminently satisfactory one.

T7te Sale of Ice-ereanz.
In the new Police Bill, promoted by the corporation of

Glasgow and at present before a committee of the House of
Commons, a clause giving power to control the sale of ice-
cream and to inspect and regulate the shops in which it is
made has been introduced. The necessity for this is mani-
fest when it is considered that there are no less than 286
such shops in the city and that in a large proportion of these
the ice-cream is really made in the sleeping apartment behind
the shop. Moreover, those engaged in the trade are for the
most part foreigners with somewhat primitive notions of
cleanliness. In a neighbouring town a serious outbreak of
enteric fever was traced to one of these ice-cream establish-
ments.

Glasgow Medico-Chirurgical Society.
The following are the office-bearers for the session

1895-96 of the above society :-President, Dr. Wm. L. Reid.
Section of Medicine : Vice-president, Dr. Finlayson ; coun-
cillors, Dr. James W. Allan and Dr. R. B. Ness ; secretary,
Dr. Hinshelwood. Section of Surgery : Vice-president, Dr.
A. E. Maylard ; councillors, Dr. James A. Adams and Dr. J.
Walker Downie; secretary, Dr. John Barlow. Section of
Pathology: Vice-president, Dr. T. K. Monro; councillors,
Dr. L. R. Sutherland and Dr. J, Lindsay Steven ; secretary,
Dr. R. M. Buchanan. Section of Obstetrics : Vice-president,
Dr. Samuel Sloan ; councillors, Dr. George Halket and Dr. J.
Nigel Stark; secretary, Dr. E. H. Lawrence Oliphant.
Treasurer, Mr. Henry E. Clark ; general secretary, Dr. C. 0.
Hawthorne. The society has passed a special vote of thanks
to Dr. Walker Downie for his services as general secretary
during the past six years.

Hartwood Lunatic Asylum.
This asylum, which has been erected for the Lanark district

lunacy board, was opened on the 14th inst. by Sir Windham
C. Anstruther, the chairman of the board, in the presence of
a number of medical and other gentlemen interested in the
care and treatment of pauper lunatics. The buildings are

on a very extensive scale and have occupied five years in
erection. The medical superintendent is Dr. Campbell Clark.

.District Nursing in Sutherlandshire.
To promote the appointment of district nurses in the

county of Sutherland a meeting was recently held at Dun-
robin Castle under the presidency of the Duchess of Suther-
land. A number of the medical men from various parts of
the country were amongst the 400 ladies and gentlemen who>
attended, and the necessary steps were taken to secure-

nurses, some of whom, it is hoped, will commence work
immediately. It was also decided to hold a bazaar to pro-
mote the success of the scheme.
May 22nd.

IRELAND.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS,)

Telephonic Communication in Dublin.
DUBLIN is so circumstanced as regards the position of its-

chief hospitals and the dwelling-houses of the medical men,
and more especially of the surgeons who constitute their visit--
ing staff who live in many cases some miles away, that the
telephone is largely made use of by them. Much dissatisfac-
tion has been caused recently by the failures of the present-
system, managed as a branch of the National Telephone
Company. The snowstorms of February caused an almost.
complete breakdown, which state of things prevailed for
about six weeks, while ever since accidental contacts of’
wires and failures of communication have been both
frequent and annoying. Many letters of complaint have’

appeared in the daily papers, in one of which, addressed
to the editor of the Irish Times, a proposal is made by the
writer, who signs himself "A Merchant," to establish an
independent company. This, he says, has been done success-
fully by the merchants of Manchester, where a similar state of-
things prevailed. Such a strong measure will not, I trust, b&

required here ; but it is certainly very annoying to surgeons
to find their messages, which are usually few but of-
importance, lost or delayed in transmission.

The Small-pox Notification Case.
This case still causes much public interest in Dublin. The

Irish Times, in a leading article on the 18th inst., alluding to’
a letter from Dr. Cruise, Vice-President of the Royal College
of Physicians of Ireland, says : " The letter of Dr. Cruise, as
coming from one of the most eminent and universally respected-
members of the profession, will receive general consideration.
’ It is the interest of the public,’ he says, Ito support Dr.
Hadden, because the recent verdict is a death-blow to notifica-
tion. "’ Dr. Hadden’s solicitors, in a letter to the same journal,
announce to-day (the 21st inst.) that they have served notice
of motion to have the verdict set aside and judgment entered
for the defendant, or alternately for a new trial of this action.
The action has also occasioned considerable discussion
amongst medical men in the north of Ireland; and on all
sides there is the utmost sympathy for Dr. Hadden. In Belfast,
where the Notification of Infectious Diseases Act has not yet
been adopted, those medical men who were in its favour feel
that after such a verdict as has been given in the Dublin
case they must use every effort to prevent the Act being put
in force. The issue of the trial is felt by everyone to be a
blow to preventive medicine. The following is a copy of a
resolution passed by the council of the Irish Medical Associa-
tion on May 20th :-
"That the council of the association, upon consideration of all the-

circumstances set forth in the evidence submitted to the court in the
case of Mason v. Hadden, is of opinion that the course pursued by
Dr. Hadden was such as was imperatively imposed upon him by the-
Infectious Diseases Act, and that his duty so imposed was discharged
with due care and discretion. That the council, therefore, expresses
its earnest sympathy with Dr. Hadden in the position in which he has
been placed by a conscientious endeavour to perform his public duty ;
and, furthermore, regard the decision in this case of great importance
and fraught with the most serious consequences to the public, as it
must have the effect of causing the notification of these diseases to be
delayed until they shall have so far developed as to be extremely
dangerous to the health of the community."

Sir Patrick Dun’s Hospital, Dublin.
The Iarne fete in aid of this old-established hospital was

opened this afternoon (the 21st inst.) by his Excellency the
Lord Lieutenant.

Re.spirators in Mills.
The attempt by the authorities to force the operatives in
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the Belfast spinning mills who are eighteen years of age and
winder to wear respirators while at work has given rise to a
great deal of writing in the public press and to a lively dis-
cussion in business circles, all the more as the linen industry
is one of the great features of the commercial capital of
Ireland. The workers object to these respirators because
after being used for a time they become so clogged with dust
that they impede respiration, and they get so filthy that they
are practically unbearable. I have examined these respi-
rators, which are made of cellular material lined with wool
and are fastened round the head with elastic bands, and cer-
tainly after being used for a time they become very uncom-
fortable. When a question was asked in the House of Commons
by Sir John Lang about these articles the Home Secretary said
they could be washed ; but anyone knows that the workers
who object to them will not take this trouble, and so the onus
is thrown on the mill proprietors, who naturally demur to
spending money in this way when they see that their

employ&eacute;s are so opposed to wearing the respirators. Then
another reason against their use is that the order to wear
them does not apply to all, the hacklers and roughers not
being included, and practically it comes to this, that these
’muzzles," as the workers call them, are simply worn
round the necks ready to be slipped over the mouths should
the inspectors enter the mills. The general opinion is that
it would be much wiser to insist on thorough ventilation of
the work-rooms, if necessary by forced draughts, and not to
urge the constant wearing of these respirators, a plan which,
in order to be carried out, would need all the police and
detectives in Belfast to be stationed in the mills, and which
those really conversant with the trades carried on in the
mills and who are most anxious to do everything to prevent
disease look upon as an utterly unworkable and unpractical
method.

The Dundalk Workhouse.
At a meeting of the Dundalk board of guardians, held on

May 20th, a letter was read from the Local Government
Board, in reply to a resolution of the guardians asking for a
sworn inquiry into the causes of failure of the extensive
sewerage system recently constructed by the board, to the
effect that it was not a matter for them to hold an inquiry
into. A letter was also read from a gentleman calling on the
guardians to stop the passage of sewage into the defective
sewer, to empty and disinfect the pipes, and to so dispose of
the sewage of the workhouse as no longer to contaminate his
grounds or the roadway alongside. The guardians directed
that the steps asked by this gentleman should be taken and
adopted a resolution, proposed by Dr. MacDonnell, to the
effect that the interests of the ratepayers demand a searching
inquiry by a competent authority into the failure of the
sewer, recently constructed at a cost of &pound;1100, to fulfil the
functions for which it was contemplated ; that the sanitary
state of the house is at present in a deplorable condition
owing to the failure of the drainage plan ; and that the
guardians, being unable to come to any decision without
ascertaining where the faults of construction rest and who is
responsible for the failure, request the Local Government
Board to reconsider their decision not to hold a sworn inquiry.

Technical Education in Ireland.
At meetings of the Newry and Bangor Town Commis-

sioners, held on May 20th, resolutions were passed in
reference to technical (including agricultural) education in
Ireland and approving of the need of its proper endowment
by the Government.

The Royal University M.B. Examinations.
At the recent M.B. examinations of the Royal University

af Ireland every candidate in the upper pass division was
from the Belfast Medical School, and out of these two were
recommended for the further examination for honours.

The Weather.
For the past week we have had very cold stormy weather

in Belfast, and there has been a return to winter clothing.
It is now milder and rain has set in with a cessation of the
wind.

The Battle of the CLubs at Cork.
A meeting was held last Friday for the purpose of making

presentations to two secretaries who, as paid officials of clubs,
naturally enough offered strenuous opposition to the medical
men’s organisation. The meeting, though ostensibly convened
to give publicity to the presentation, was in reality intended
to stimulate the waning enthusiasm of the clubs. The chair-
man of the meeting is a builder, who can point to the
graceful spires of one of the city cathedrals as indications

of his prosperity, and it is hardly surprising that the Cork
profession should object to his being in a position to procure
for a paltry fifteen shillings medical attendance and medicines,
not alone for himself, but for his whole family from year’s
end to year’s end. To one of the secretaries he presented
what he described as "a magnificent gold watch." To the
other he handed a purse of sovereigns, but displayed a
reticence in not mentioning the number of gold pieces con-
tained in the purse. After the usual amount of harmless
abuse had been indulged in a member took occasion to
mention that it was not true that one of the imported
medical men intended to leave the city. Be that as it may,
it is quite certain that the fact of the Cork medical men
objecting to meet the newcomers either professionally or

socially is producing its effect.
The Irish Q?teen’s Colleges and the "65" Rule.

The Treasury has with varying success endeavoured to
apply the "65" Civil Service rule to the Queen’s Colleges.
When the late Government was in power communications
were sent to the Cork, Belfast, and Galway Colleges to the
effect that as far as the application of the rule was concerned
those institutions would be regarded as departments of the
Civil Service. The corporate body of each College determined
to oppose such a startling innovation, and memorials were
drawn up pointing out that the Colleges were entirely different
from the ordinary public offices under Civil Service control. A
clerk entering the Civil Service is generally a boy aged eighteen,
whilst a professor at the time of his appointment has usually
arrived at mature manhood, and as the pension is in propor-
tion to the number of years served it is evident the professor
and the clerk on arriving at the age of sixty-five would be in
entirely different positions, the arithmetic being wholly in
favour of the clerk. Xo doubt it could be urged that
professors, once they arrive at sixty-five, ought to make room
for younger men who possibly are more in touch with the
progress of science, but a well-trained mind at that age is
quite capable of grasping new ideas, and the matured expe-
rience of such men with regard to the internal administration
of a college is often invaluable. Besides that, the statutes of
the Colleges afford ample opportunities for getting rid
of any men who, owing to declining years or from any other
causes, are becoming "laggers on the way." Professors
may be regarded as specialists in their subjects. Pension the
professor of Greek or the professor of natural physiology at
sixty-five, and, no matter how vigorous he may be in mind
and body, what can he turn to ? The pension calculated on
comparatively few years’ service must necessarily be small ;
fixity of tenure is gone, and after spending the best years
of his life in the service of his college and his country
he arrives at a green old age embittered by penury and
by the reflection that scholarly acquirements cannot
attain their legitimate price. Moreover, the Colleges rely
on their Charters. The professors have been appointed
by sign-manual of the Queen to hold office during Her
Majesty’s pleasure-that is to say, they assert, as long as they
are capable, willing, and able to discharge the duties of the
high offices with which Her Majesty has entrusted them.
The Irish law officers of the late Government on being
appealed to decided that the "65" " rule could not

apply to the Colleges. The English and Irish law
officers of the present Government hold that it does. The
Chief Secretary referred the "policy" of the application
of the rule to the Colleges for the consideration of the Lord
Chancellor of England, and that high functionary has recently
decided against the contention of the Treasury. The most
recent development has been that a Treasury committee, of
which Lord Playfair is a member, has expressed a desire
for a conference with the three Presidents and one or more
professors of the Colleges for the purpose of discussing the
whole subject. Meantime President Moffit of Galway College,
who was dismissed under the application of the rule, has
been reinstated, and Professor England of Cork has a very
substantial claim against the Government, as his chair has
been transferred to another.
May 21st. 

_____________

ROME.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Italian -Ilygiene and the Travelling Public.
THE tourist season now closing has in point of numbers

been inferior to none of its predecessors. Nay, if the spring
weeks only be considered, the influx of forestieri has been


